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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 01134 271556Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
10-13 ACDA-12 SSM-03 MCT-01 SY-05 /093 W 

051526 272152Z/63 

R 271526Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7016 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 1134 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, MILI, LE, SY 

SUBJECT: KHADDAM DISCUSSES LEBANON 

REF: A. DAMASCUS 996, B. BEIRUT 1043 

I JOIN AMBASSADOR PARKER IN HIS HOPE THAT OUR READERS HAVE 
NOT BEEN TAKEN IN BY KHADDAM'S ASSERTIONS THAT SYRIAN ADF 
FOLLOWS LEBANESE ORDERS. SINCE THIS POSTURE HAS PROVEN SO 
USEFUL TO SYRIAN POLICY MAKERS OVER THE LAST EIGHTEEN MONTHS, 
HOWEVER, I EXPECT SYRIANS TO REITERATE IT EVERYTIME THE 
SUBJECTS OF ADF DEPLOYMENT AND DEPORTMENT ARISE IN OFFICAL 
CONVERSATIONS. APPRECIATIONS OF THE STRENGTH OF A FIG LEAF 
VARIES WITH THE WEARER. FOR SARKIS, HSI COVER AS CINC/ADF MAY 
SEEM "VERY THIN". FOR ASSAD, IT OFFERS REASSURING PROTECTION. 

AND IS RATED AS OF HIGH QUALITY BOILERPLATE, CUSTOM MADE IN 
SYRIA. 

MURPHY 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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